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for fifteen years. So long as the tenant paid his
judicial rent he could not be disturbed ; and, on a
change of tenancy, he could sell his interest to his
successor.

This amount of State interference with private
contract was attacked by some persons as against
the principles of Political Economy. They might
as well have said that it was against the principles
of astronomy to light fires in winter, or to ice one's
drinks in summer. Their mistake was to overlook
the difference between a science and an art. It is
not the business of an economist as such to pre-
scribe systems of land tenure, although he may
supply information without which they cannot be
usefully constructed. By combined observation
and reasoning he may tell what system in given
circumstances enables the largest produce to be
extracted, for a continuance, from the soil. In
this particular instance it does not seem to have
been contended that the produce of Irish estates
would be diminished by applying the three F's.
Supposing it to be diminished, the loss might be
more than compensated by the creation of a thriv-
ing peasantry. It was said that capital would not
be laid out on improvements in a country where
the rights of landlords were so little regarded. But
capital was unlikely to seek a country where the
collection of rents had become so dangerous. And
to say that rents should be collected by military
force was not a sufficient answer. Such a system
of executing the law will not work, for the simple
reason that it is too expensive. A saying much
quoted at this time, that "force is no remedy,"
called forth a good deal of ridicule. On what, it